We have argued upon abstract grounds that education should proceed
Commencing from the point at which we left off in our former article, we shall suppose a youth committed to our care who had undergone the training there recommended; and that we were desired to fit him in the best manner we were able for the future practice of medicine or surgery, without regard to existing institutions. Now, if our formerly-expressed ideas be tolerably correct, our pupil will commence the study of his profession with the following advantages :?He will have acquired habits of close and accurate observation. He will have learned not to trust too implicitly to what is commonly termed the evidence of his senses; whilst he never allows those senses to remain inactive. He will have acquired, also, the tendency to reason upon the phenomena which he observes ; to bring the principles with which he is acquainted to bear upon them ; and to seek for new principles by which to explain what he cannot comprehend in his previous generalizations. He will have been accustomed, moreover, to deduce results from principles, and thus to expect occurrences, which will or will not verify his predictions, according as his reasoning has been correct or fallacious. Further, he will have had some practice in that most difficult, and to the medical man most important art?the analysis of complex phenomena; and he will have seen the mode in which a number of causes may unite to produce an effect which in itself appears simple. He will have acquired something of that mental tact which discovers the fallacy of reasoning that appears rigid and conclusive; and which, on the other hand, allows their due weight to evidence and arguments which cannot be termed demonstrative. And, above all, he will have had a glimpse of the beauty and majesty of truth ; and will have perceived the necessity for the absolute dismissal of prejudice in the search for it.
We have argued upon abstract grounds that education should proceed [ ask, is the choice of a wife a matter of such immensely superior importance to the choice of the employment to which the whole subsequent life is to be dedicated?which is to be its business, and should as much as possible be its pleasure?that the one must be deferred until the individual has attained years of discretion, and must then be left principally to himself, whilst the other is decided upon when his mind is altogether immature, his higher capabilities scarcely manifesting themselves, and his own judgment so little to be depended upon, that it is almost entirely omitted from the calculation? It will, we think, be generally acknowledged that he has the best prospect of success in his profession or employment whose heart as well as his head is engaged in it; in other words, who pursues it as a favorite object, not merely as his means of livelihood.
How often do we see men obliged to devote their intellectual powers to some occupation laborious and distasteful to themselves, yet by others relished as the constant happiness of life. And do such men succeed? The earnestness with which they prepare themselves for what they consider their duties, and the steady conscientiousness which governs their discharge of them, must give them a certain measure of success; but that measure is far below their deserts. This is peculiarly the case in medicine.
How frequently does a comparatively superficial practitioner rapidly acquire a lucrative practice; while the man possessed of ten times his professional merits struggles with neglect and poverty. The world is very quick in discovering the real tastes of those who are candidates for public confidence; and, nine times out of ten, he will be preferred who shows that he likes his profession to him who has perhaps a higher intellectual pleasure in the pursuit of it, but whose taste cannot avoid being offended with its details. Mr than these is required from the medical practitioner, except in a few particular departments, to which his special attention will be directed.
In the course of physiology, for example, he will study the chemistry of the healthy animal solids and fluids; in that of pathology, the principal alterations which these undergo in disease. In studying materia medica, he will be sufficiently instructed in pharmaceutic chemistry, and his attention will be directed to the operation of general principles in those rules of prescribing by which the combination of incompatibles is forbidden. of mature age and extended experience as teachers on practical subjects. The truth of the latter proposition is obvious; some of our readers may differ from us in regard to the former. Our reasons are these:?it is among the young that we usually see most strongly existing that love of knowledge for its own sake, which shall cause them to delight in the advance of knowledge, in spite of the additional trouble which it requires from them to keep pace with it. With those who have long had to endure the cares of this world, and to struggle with difficulties and discouragements in the discharge of their duties, often almost weighed down by their ill-recompensed labours, the cui bono very naturally operates strongly; and if no immediate practical benefit seems likely to result from a new discovery, however interesting and important it may be in itself, they do not feel inclined to give themselves much trouble to become acquainted with it. On the other hand, the eagerness of youth takes especial delight in such; and the more unoccupied state of the mind prepares it for the reception of scientific truth once proved to be such, which would have to beat down a strong wall of prejudice raised by long habit before it could enter the understanding of the veteran. We have reason to know that the comments we gave in a former number on Dr. Macartney's opinions on the subject of inflammation were appreciated and adopted by many of our younger brethren, whilst others more advanced could not be driven, by any argument, from what seemed the impregnable position, that no reparation could take place without an inflammatory process.
We shall say little upon the instruction on the practical departments of the profession, which should occupy the latter part of the student's academical course, because we have little to suggest in regard to the mode of teaching these subjects which will be new to most of our readers. It appears to us that when pathology has been previously studied as a science, diseases should be expounded by the teachers of practical medicine and surgery, not according to their fundamental nature, but as they present themselves to the observer during life; and thus they will be classified either according to the nature of the symptoms to which they give rise or to the position of the organs they affect. The pupil should be led to observe each as a group of phenomena, by the study of which he may, through a sagacious and skilful investigation, arrive at a knowledge of the latent cause ; and having acquired this, he will have to bring experience, either of his own or of others, to determine the best means of cure. We approve of a nosology founded on one or other of the two principles we have alluded to?the fundamental character of the disease, or its external aspect; but we think the mixture of them decidedly objectionable. A practical nosology may be made perfect at once; but a scientific distribution can only be made in a very advanced condition of knowledge; and the two have or ought to have little in common. The more the student is led at this period to observe disease, not in its leading symptoms only, but in those minutiae on which the success of treatment so often depends, the better prepared he will be to be thrown upon his own resources.
We should be disposed to require two or even three years of practical study from every candidate for a general licence to practise; and these might be advantageously passed in three different schools. For we deem it a great advantage to a man who has once acquired fixed principles to see as much variety as possible in the mode of carrying them into operation. But the habit of going from one school to another whilst the mind is yet immature, and is unpossessed of the knowledge requisite to discriminate the good from the bad, we deem very prejudicial. If good practitioners were " as plenty as blackberries," we should deem Mr. Jones's plan?that every student, on completing his academical education, should pass two years with a medical man of ten years' standing?a very useful one; but, in the present state of the profession, to introduce it as a legislative enactment would be, it appears to us, completely out of the question. For, with such an education as we have proposed, the junior would of necessity feel his superiority in many respects to his more advanced friend ; and their intercourse would thus be rendered very difficult. We should prefer trusting to a well-devised system of clinical instruction and observation, in which that attention should be bestowed on individual cases which, as clinical lectures are now frequently given, is directed to the disease rather than to the patient. According to the plan which we have proposed, the disease would be treated in this manner in the course of practice of medicine; whilst it would have been more scientifically studied in that of pathology.
It will have been perceived that all the departments of medical science which we have hitherto glanced at concern man only as an individual. It is a necessary result of the nature of the social state that every individual must make some sacrifice of his natural rights for the common benefit; but that which he surrenders for the welfare and security of others is repaid to him in the corresponding security in which he is placed by the operation of the laws framed for the benefit of the community.
It must be evident to every one that the perfection of a code of laws destined to extend the greatest protection to all, with the least infringement of the rights of any one, must depend upon its adaptation to the physical and mental constitution of man. Here, then, is the original, the fundamental connexion between law and medicine. Whilst the physician studies with minute accuracy every department of the structure and functions of individual man, the legislator seeks to derive from him those particulars which concern man in his relation to his fellows. 
